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Favour to 2 pvt medical colleges raises HC eyebrows

NAVEEN S GAREWAL

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 14

Eyebrows are being raised
over the Haryana Govern-
ment’s move to plead the

« case of MM, Medical Insti-

 tute, Mullana, in the

g Supreme «Court. with a

request to allow it to fill
over 50 vacant seats after
the college deliberately did
not admit students by stay-
ing away from three consec-
utive counselling sessions
held under the direction of
the apex court.

The government’s role is
already under the scanner
before the Punjab and
Haryana High Court for
keeping yet another private
medical college - SGT Med-

ical College, Gurgaon, out
of combined counselling.
This college has filled its
100 seats ignoring the
National Eligibility
Entrance Test (NEET).

The - Supreme
1ssued a directive on admis-

-sion” Tri~ AntgnistFellowing

which all medical colleges
in the country, including
deemed universities, were
to admit students based on
combined counselling by
the states under the NEET.

At that time the Haryana
Government ignored com-
plaints by students and par-
ents pointing out that MM
Medical Institute, Mullana,
was not participating in the
counselling and was keep-
ing the seats vacant so that

 Court

these could be filled under
the management quota for
a heavy fee later.

Some  students were
admitted by the college
after the third counselling
but they were made to pay
Rs 13.5 lakh as against Rs 7
lakh prescribed by the state.

The action of the govern-
ment to bestow a special
“favour” to these two pri-

vate medical colleges of the
state, violating a Supreme
Court directive, has been
questioned by the Punjab
and Haryana High Court.
The government’s blatant
support to these colleges to
“sell” their vacant seats
after they..violated. - the
Supreme Court’s directive
as part of a “well-planned
strategy” has been ques-
tioned by the Punjab and
Haryana High Court.
Justice Gurmeet Singh
Sandhawalia of the Punjab
and Haryana High Court has
asked the government to
explain “the reasons which
prevailed with the state to
take such a decision (allow-
ing 1t to skip the combined
counselling), which prima

facie is discriminatory”.

The Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare had
issued guidelines for coun-
seling for admission in
undergraduate courses to

- medical colleges under the .,
NEET as per the SC order
‘during “2016:17' for'''dom-

bined counselling for
admission to the
MBBS/BDS courses in all
medical and dental colleges
and deemed university.
The Khattar Government
made a strange interpreta-
tion of the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare instruc-
tions and gave exemption to
SGT Medical College on the
ground that it comes under a
“private university”, which
1S not specifically mentioned

h

in the letter. .

In the case of a 51mllar
petition in a case of Madhya
Pradesh, the Supreme
Court declared invalid all
admissions made without
combined counselling and
directed the government to -

"'d6'all‘admission’s dgain by

centralised counselling

After the SC order, the
Department of Medical
Education and Research
took up the matter with the
CMO with a copy of the
order suggesting cancella-
tion of the admissions done
by the Gurgaon college.
However, the Khattar gov-
ernment i1gnored the SC
verdict ‘interpreting’ the
order relevant only for Mad-
hya Pradesh.
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Med council declares courses
in 2 hospitals, IGNOU illegal

Times NEws NETWORK

The Medical Council of In-
dia has issued a circular de-
claring
course offered by Kokilaben
Dhirunbhai Ambani Hospi-
tal in Mumbai and AMRI
Hospital in Bhubaneshwar

in emergency medicine “il-

legal” and advised all con-
cerned “not to enrol them-
selves in such courses”
which were not accorded
permission by the central
government.

The circular stated that
the post graduate diploma
in HIV Medicine, Health
Management, Maternal
and Child Health and Geria-
tric Medicine offered by the
IndiraGandhiOpen Univer-
sity was also illegal.

Accordingto the circular
these courses “have not been
accorded permission by the
central governmentasstatu-
torily required under the In-
dian Medical Council Act
1956”. “Consequently, such
qualifications are non-rec-
ognised and the holders
thereof are not entitled to
seek registration of addi-
tional qualification with the
concerned medical council.
Thus the offering of such
post-graduate courses In
modern medicine are illegal
and void ab initio,” it stated.
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post-graduate

Students well aware that course does
not have MClI certification: Hosp

= rRam Narain, executive director of Kokilaben Hospital,
L Andheri, said that the prospectus of the master’s course in
emergency medicine doesn’t mention that the it has MCl
recognition. “We take 12 students every year who are awarded
a certificate of completion of training,” said Dr Narain. He
added the students were aware about the course havingan
association with an American medical school and notthe MCI.
Dr Salil Mohanty, VP, Amri (Bhubaneswar), said, “Doctors,
who have taken admissionin Amri's master of emergency

medicines programme, know that the course is not recognised  :

by the MCI. At the time of admission, they are clearly told abo-
ut this fact. Such a course does not need the MCI's recognition.
The MCl has made public the names of only three hospitals

though altogether 10 hospitals offer similar course.” TNN

Under the provisions of the Indian Medical Coun-

cil Act 1956, prior permission of the central gov-
ernment is required to establish a new medical
college and impart courses in modern medicine.
Such permission is granted by the central gov-
ernment on the recommendation of the MCi

M

Under the provisions of
the Indian Medical Council
Act 1956, prior permission
of the central government
is required to establish a
new medical college and im-
part courses in modern
medicine. Such permission
is granted by the central
government on the recom-
mendation of the MCI. “The
admissions made by any in-
stitution that imparts

courses in modern medi-
cine, namely MBBS or Di-

ploma in various streamsof :

medicine; MD/MS/DM/
M.Ch without the prior of
thecentralgovernmentisil-
legal and students admitted

.shall not get recgised medi-

cal qualification entitling
them to practice medicine,”
stated the circular dated Se-
ptember 28, signed by MCI
secretary Dr Reena Nayyar.
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